
The United States has long been the world leader in scientific innovation and investment in new areas of 
medicine. With embryonic stem cell research rapidly emerging as a field with enormous potential, the U.S. risks 

taking a back seat to other nations that have recognized the importance of the research and have made a strong 
commitment to supporting and encouraging the work. One top stem cell scientist (Roger Pederson) has already 
left the U.S. to set up a laboratory in the United Kingdom, which has a more favorable research environment. In 
addition, a growing number of countries allow and even fund the creation of embryonic stem cell lines through 
somatic cell nuclear transfer (SCNT).

Embryonic Stem Cells

In 2003, the European Union decided to allow funding for embryonic stem cell research 
regardless of the date that the stem cells were derived. This means EU funding could be applied to any 
embryonic stem cell line. The policy contrasts with current U.S. policy, which requires that stem cells had to be 
derived by August 9, 2001, to qualify for federal funding—an arbitrary cutoff date.
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Many countries are actively pursuing embryonic stem cell research  
and have provided significant government funding to support it:
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In all, at least 30 countries worldwide now allow government funding for new embryonic 
stem cell lines to be derived from excess embryos in fertility clinics, regardless of the date 
the lines were created .1

Nuclear Transfer
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A growing number of countries permit the use of  
somatic cellular nuclear transfer (SCNT) to produce stem cells. 2


